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DEATHS IN GORAKHPUR HOSPITAL

SP, BSP accuse Yogi govt
of ‘criminal negligence’
Lucknow
Terming the death of infants in
a state-run hospital in Gorakhpur as an outcome of the Uttar
Pradesh government's 'gross
criminal negligence', the SP
and BSP on Saturday demanded a high-level inquiry into the
incident. Both the opposition
parties in the state have decided to send teams to Gorakhpur.
"As many as 60 children have
died in a government hospital
in Gorakhpur in the last sixseven days. This is an example
of gross criminal negligence of
the BJP government," Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) chief
Mayawati said in a release here.
Blaming the Yogi Adityanath
government for the tragedy,
Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav claimed that a
shortage of oxygen supply in
the hospital led to it.
"The company supplying oxygen had informed the principal
(of Baba Raghav Das Medical
College Hospital) that it would
stop the supply if payment was
not made and the government
must be aware that the deaths
have been caused due to a shortage of oxygen," he said.
Stating that the exact toll was
not available with the opposition, Yadav said, "We have received information that as the
children were dying, their families were being taken out of the
hospital in a hush hush manner."
Demanding a high-level inquiry
into the incident,
Mayawati said all possible help
should be extended to the bereaved families. "As it is not in
the nature of the BJP to accept
its follies, the matter of dismissing the departmental min-

Uttar Pradesh Health Minister Siddharth Nath Singh and Medical
education minister Ashutosh Tandan visits BRD Medical College
where at least 30 children died in the past 48 hours, in
Gorakhpur on Saturday PTI
isters for this negligence
should be left on the wisdom of
the chief minister," she added.
The BSP supremo further alleged that the issues of peoples'
welfare were of no importance
"for the governments of the
BJP". "Issues like tiranga (tricolour),
vande
mataram,
madarsa, anti-romeo squads -which divert the attention of the
people -- are of more importance
to them," she said.
Mayawati added that as the incident took place at a time when
the chief minister was on a visit
to Gorakhpur and "taking time
off his political activities and
puja-paath, was doing government work", it raised "a hundred
questions on the capacity and
working of the BJP government". A six-member SP team,
led by Leader of Opposition in

the state Assembly Ram Govind
Chaudhary, has been asked to
submit its report to the party
chief by August 13 and a threemember BSP team, led by its
state unit chief Ram Achal Rajbhar, has been asked to rush to
Gorakhpur.
Meanwhile, Masood Ahmed,
the state unit president of the
Rashtriya Lok Dal, said it was a
"matter of grave concern" that
the district administration and
the hospital were "trying to hide
their shortcomings" and demanded the resignation of state
health minister Siddharth Nath
Singh. "The health minister
should resign on moral grounds.
It seems he had been busy working as a spokesman of the government and does not have the
ability to work as the health
minister," he alleged. PTI
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Have strategy
CM, health minister to counter Cong
should resign: Cong 'polarisation
politics': BJP

2 jawans killed, 3 hurt in encounter
Srinagar: Two army men were killed and three others, including a captain, injured in an encounter with militants
in Shopian district of south Kashmir, the police said on
Saturday. Security forces launched a cordon and search operation today following information about presence of militants in Avneera village of Zainapora area of the district,
a police official said.

New Delhi/Gorakhpur

The Congress on Saturday held the Uttar
Pradesh government 'responsible' for the
death of 30 infants at a state-run hospital in
Gorakhpur, and demanded the resignation of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Health
Minister Siddharth Nath Singh.
Senior Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad, who visited Baba Raghav Das Medical College in eastern UP, along with party colleagues, expressed deep anguish
over the death of 30 children, allegedly
due to shortage of supply of liquid oxygen, in a span of 48 hours. He said, "This
incident took place due to the laxity on
the part of the state government. We hold
the state government responsible for it.
The health minister and the health secretary must immediately tender resignation. The doctors should not be blamed for
this." Earlier, Congress spokesperson Manish Tiwari said the chief minister and the
health minister should resign taking "moral
responsibility" for the deaths. "There are
clearly two dimensions to it, that of criminal
culpability of all those who are responsible -the hospital administration, the oxygen supplier and the district administration which is
supposed to exercise superintendence over
the hospital, and the other is the moral responsibility of the chief minister.
"While all those responsible must be
charged with criminal culpability accounting to murder,...there is a moral dimension
which the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh
and his health minister must take responsibility for and resign immediately," he said.
Taking a swipe at the Uttar Pradesh health
minister, the Congress leader tweeted, "UP
Health Minister only seeks votes in Lal Bahadur Shastri ji's name -he doesn't follow
Shastri ji's high morals in politics... Shastri
ji resigned taking moral responsibility for
railway accident, @sidharthnsingh holds on
to power even after death of infants(sic)."
Singh is grandson of former prime minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri. Health Minister Singh
had yesterday told PTI, "The deaths of children were very unfortunate and the government will set up an inquiry committee to ascertain if any lapse has been there and if
anyone is found guilty he will be made accountable." PTI

Bengaluru
The BJP would neither
interfere in the Lingayat
religion issue nor use
Kannada language row
as a political tool to
counter the "polarisation
politics" of the Congress
in Karnataka, senior
BJP leader Suresh Kumar said on Saturday.
"Congress is playing polarisation politics in Karnataka,
and
we
have a strategy to counter it under the leadership of Amit Shah," Kumar told reporters after
receiving Shah at BJP office here.
"We are very, very clear
about Lingayat religion
issue. The issue will be
resolved or solved by
that particular community.
We don't want to add,
we don't want to interfere in any manner in
this issue," he said. The
Congress support to a
separate religion cause
ahead of the 2018 Assembly polls was seen as an
attempt to cause damage
to the BJP, which enjoys
considerable
support
from the community. PTI

Sack SuMo over Rs 1,000 cr scam, Lalu to Nitish
Patna
RJD chief Lalu Prasad on
Saturday targeted BJP
leader and Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modi over a Rs 1,000
crore scam, and demanded
that Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar sack him and get
him arrested for 'direct involvement' in the scam.
A day after he demanded a CBI probe into the
scam involving Modi and
an NGO, where funds
were allegedly illegally

transferred to private accounts between 2005 and
2010, Lalu Prasad said:
"Nitish Kumar should
sack Modi from his ministry immediately if, like
he says, he has zero tolerance against corruption. He should lodge an
FIR against Modi and
have him arrested. There
is solid evidence of
Modi's involvement in
the scam when he was
Bihar Finance Minister."
Lalu Prasad threatened
that his Rashtriya Janata

Dal will not allow functioning of the monsoon
session of the Bihar Assembly beginning in the
third week of August if
Modi is not sacked.
Lalu Prasad said Modi is
not the only senor BJP
leader involved in this
scam, which he said was
"bigger than the fodder
scam" that surfaced in the
mid 90s. "Modi and other
BJP leaders, including
BJP MP Ashwani Kumar
Choubey, Manoj Tiwari
and former Union Minis-

ter Shahnawaz Hussain,
are involved in the scam."
"This scam happened in
the full knowledge of
Modi, who was Bihar Finance Minister from 2005
till 2013 June. As Finance
Minister Modi is responsible for the scam," Lalu
Prasad said.
He RJD leader recalled
that charges against him
in The fodder scam are
that he was Finance Minister at the time and was
thus responsible for the
fodder scam.

NH74 scam

Congress to bring privilege
motion against U'khand CM
Dehradun
The Opposition Congress on Saturday said it will bring a
privilege motion against Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat in the Uttarakhand Assembly for 'going back' on his
promise of a CBI probe into the NH74 scam.
Reminding the chief minister of his statement in the
state assembly in which he had assured the House of a CBI
probe into the scam, Leader of Opposition in the State Assembly Indira Hridayesh said that Rawat had "misled" the
assembly on the issue.
"More than three months have passed since the CM recommended a CBI probe into the scam but the Centre continues to drag its feet over the issue and the CM is watching helplessly despite announcing in the state assembly
during its last session that a CBI inquiry into the scam was
certain," Hridayesh told reporters in Haldwani on Friday.
Accusing the CM of misleading the state assembly and
breaching a promise he had made to the people of the state,
Haridayesh said her party will bring a privilege motion
against Rawat when the next session of the state assembly
is convened for not honouring his commitment. PTI

NC trying to create fear
psychosis over Art 35A: BJP
Jammu
The BJP on Saturday accused the opposition National Conference of trying
to create a "fear psychosis"
among the people of Jammu
over the issue of Article 35A
of the Constitution.
The saffron party, which is
in power in Jammu and
Kashmir in alliance with
the PDP, alleged that the NC
was responsible for promoting majoritarianism" at the
cost of minorities in the
state. The party was reacting to a statement by the
Jammu provincial president of the NC, Devinder
Rana, on the issue of Article
35A of the Constitution,
which defines the residency
laws in Jammu and Kash-

mir and bars outsiders from
buying any immovable
property or applying for
jobs in the state government. "We are taking a serious note of the statement...he (Rana) tried to
create a scary picture of the
ill-effects on the people of
Jammu region if Article 35A
is held illegal by the
Supreme Court. He is creating a fear psychosis," BJP
state spokesperson Anil
Gupta said. "His (Rana)
statement that Jammu will
be affected far more than
Kashmir since no outsider
will like to settle there but
will flock in hordes to settle
in Jammu clearly indicates
the mindset of his party that
has always advocated politics of exclusion," he said.
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