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NO LONGER INVINCIBLE

Most of the crowd ferried by the BJP was from the villages of
Kairana; and even on the polling day on Monday many Muslim
voters returned home without voting because of malfunctioning
EVMs, as they were observing 'Ramzan' fast and could not stand
in heat. Everyone in BJP knows that if they don't fare well in
Uttar Pradesh in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the odds are
against their returning to power at the Centre. The message is
not expected to go down well with PM Modi, who is away in
Indonesia to address the Shagri-La Dialogue, Asia's top defence
summit.
After the highly dramatic election in Karnataka and the BJP's bid
to usurp power, the country witnessed much political intrigue
but it helped bring Congress and JD (S) on a common platform,
which is turn became a harbinger of Opposition unity. The byelections are also important because three out of the four Lok
Sabha seats were held by the BJP. In 2014, it had won Kairana as
also Bhandara-Gondia and Palgarh in Maharashtra. In Palghar,
the ties between the BJP and its ally Shiv Sena are strained ever
since the latter decided to nominate the son of its late MP,
Chintaman Wanaga, as their candidate. It is the only seat that
BJP could retain. It, however, lost the Bhandara-Gondia seat to
the Congress-backed NCP candidate Madhukar Kukde. The
seat had fallen vacant after BJP's Nana Patole quit the party and
joined the Congress. The BJP also had the consolation of
winning the Tharali Assembly by-election, where it had fielded
the late MLA Maganlal Shah's wife Munni Devi. But the seat was
won by a slender margin.
The assembly seats won by the Congress included Shahkot in
Punjab, an Akali bastion, and the Raja Rajeshwari Nagar in
Bengaluru – both by a handsome margin. In a setback to Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Shahnawaz Alam of Lalu Prasad's
Rashtriya Janata Dal won the Jokihat Assembly seat that had
fallen vacant after resignation of Janata Dal (U) MLA Sarfaraz
Alam on his joining the RJD. In Jharkhand, both the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) candidates won, defeating the BJP, while
the TMC won the Maheshtala seat in West Bengal, trouncing
BJP's Sujit Ghosh by over 60,000 votes.

Sena rethink on divorce is unlikely
FP POLITICAL COMMENTATOR / MUMBAI

T

he BJP may draw cold comfort from
its victory in Palghar, where a divided opposition worked to its advan-

tage.
But it will now be nagged by a bigger worry: the possibility of the Shiv Sena getting
drawn into the anti-BJP formulation,
which has been spurred by the recent success of the ‘rainbow’ coalition in UP.
Not only will the Sena find it difficult to
scale back its strident anti-BJP rhetoric,
the fault lines will also deepen with Uddhav Thackeray blaming the Election Commission for the EVM mess. The bitterness

is likely to vitiate the otherwise ‘cordial’ relations between Uddhav and CM Devendra
Fadnavis. This may be political posturing,
but the Sena is already talking of contesting the next election independently, as it
does not want to be impacted by the rumblings of the anti-BJP incumbency.
The outcome in Bhandara-Gondiya,
which has gone to the NCP-Cong combine,
will also help rein in the ‘pan-Maharashtra’
aspirations of Fadnavis, said media
sources. Post 2014 election, the BJP has
made concerted efforts to be seen and treated as the dominant party; the Sena sees in
this a devious BJP ploy to share the political space with its ally on its own terms.

Kairana: Modi’s Indira ...

Ajit Singh’s fold. Significantly, they have voted for a Muslim
candidate. So, the real takeaway for the Opposition in Kairana is
that Muslims, Dalits and Jats came on the same platform and
voted for the same party – the RLD. "This win would not have
been possible if Jats and Muslims, who form nearly half the
population in Kairana, had not voted together," Tabassum Hasan
told the media after her victory by a handsome margin of 55000
votes. She is now the only Muslim MP from Uttar Pradesh since
2014 elections.
Of course, there was
simmering anger among
ugarcane farmers over
non-payment of their dues
by the sugar mills running
into crores of rupees and
the failure of Modi
government to create jobs,
which reignited the Jat
demand for reservations.
Kairana's 2.5 lakh Dalits
who in 2014 had also voted
for the BJP played no mean
role in Tabassum’s triumph.
The BJP along with its allies
had swept 73 out of the 80
Lok Sabha seats in Uttar
Pradesh in the 2014
general elections and won
an overwhelming 312 seats
out of a total 423 in the
state assembly elections
last year. All that could
change of the BJP is
confronted by a united
Opposition.

10-day farmers' ...

The district collectors have
been instructed to ensure
supply of milk through
Sanchi milk parlours and
vegetable through wholesale
market. The wholesale
traders had been asked to
keep enough stock of
vegetables. The police are
closely observing 11 farmer’s
organisations which may
provoke violence during the
stir. Police believe that the
movement can go violent
between 4-5 June and 8-10
June.
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