
Delta Plus...
They have already tested negative for the virus after
treatment. Apart from them, two others, who had not
received any jab so far, too managed to beat the infec-
tion. While one of  them is a 22-year-old woman, anoth-
er is a two-year toddler. 

Health commissioner Akash Tripathi said, "Only two
deaths have been reported so far due to Delta Plus in
Madhya Pradesh. One death was reported from Ujjain
and another from Ashok Nagar. 

Both had not received any jab. Only 12 cases of  Delta
Plus have been detected in Bhopal, Ashok Nagar,
Raisen, Datia and Ujjain."  

According to health experts, the Delta variant was
the cause of  deadly second corona wave that struck the
country between March and May. The health infra-
structure couldn't match the requirements, thousands
were killed and lakhs were infected. The transmissi-
bility and attack rate of  the Delta variant are higher
than the other variants of  the virus.

HC seeks details...
A division bench comprising Chief  Justice Moham-
mad Rafiq and Justice V K Shukla said, “We direct Ad-
ditional Chief  Secretary of  the Department of  Medical
and Health, Government of  Madhya Pradesh to place
on record the current and exact position with regard to
the number of  patients of  black and white fungus or
any other kind of  similar disease in the state.” The
high court also directed the authorities to ensure that
all such patients are provided Amphotoericin B and
other medicines as prescribed to them by doctors, not
only in Jabalpur, but also in hospitals inthe other
cities, like Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal and elsewhere in
the state, so that no patient suffers due to lack of  med-
icines, Nagrath said.

The amicus curiae submitted that last week, family
members of  more than 50 patients suffering from black
fungus infection, who are still admitted to the Govern-
ment Hospital at Jabalpur, had gheraoed the state offi-
cials, alleging that the patients were not given Ampho-
tericin B medicine, putting their lives in danger. 

Outsiders brought...
Those signing the joint statement were Mallikarjun
Kharge, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and Anand Sharma
of  Congress, TR Baalu and Tiruchi Siva of  DMK,
Sharad Pawar (NCP), Ramgopal Yadav (SP), Sanjay
Raut (Shiv Sena), Manoj Jha (RJD), Elamaram Kareep
(CPI-M), Binoy Viswam (CPI), ET Mohd Basheer
(IUML), NK Prechandran (RSP) and Thomas
Chazhikadan (Kerala Cong-M).

The leaders blamed the government squarely re-
sponsible for the stalemate and used its “brute majori-
ty” to push through the legislative agenda in violation
of  established procedures, conventions and spirit of
Parliamentary democracy.

“To divert attention from its own conduct and ac-
tions, the Government has unleashed a state-spon-
sored, malicious and misleading campaign by blaming
the combined Opposition for the disruption of  Parlia-
ment,” they added.

Rahul Gandhi, who joined the MPs' march from the
Parliament House to Vijay Chowk after a meeting in
the chamber of  Kharge, accused Prime Minister Modi
of  selling the “soul of  the nation”. Shiv Sena's Sanjay
Raut said scene in the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday was
as if the marshal law has been imposed.

After RaGa...
Till justice is given to the poor girl, we will continue to
raise this voice," he said.

On Instagram, the Congress said: "Twitter India has
locked the official handle of  the principal opposition
party. This is an unprecedented attack on the voice of
the people." The head of  the Congress's social media
department, Rohan Gupta, said the party's official
Twitter handle and around 5,000 accounts of  its top
leaders and workers have been blocked by the website.

He alleged that Twitter is acting against the opposi-
tion party leaders under pressure from the govern-
ment. "Twitter is clearly acting under government's
pressure as it did not remove the same pictures shared
by the Twitter account of  the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes for a few days," Gupta said.

The Twitter accounts of  All India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) general secretaries Surjewala, K C Venu-
gopal, Ajay Maken, the party's whip in the Lok Sabha
Manickam Tagore, Assam in-charge and former Union
minister Jitendra Singh and Mahila Congress presi-
dent Sushmita Dev have also been blocked, the party
said.

Will fulfil...
Olympic shooter Aishwarya Pratap Singh too received
Rs 10 lakh. Chief  minister also honoured Vivek's for-
mer coach Ashok Dhyan Chand and his parents Rohit
Prasad and Kamala Devi. 

Revival of  a lost game: CM- "Determination, pas-
sion, zeal and resolution can make anything possible.
The Indian Hockey team has not only brought home an
Olympic medal, but has also revived the game. Gone
are the days when we had to say that we used to be the
best in Hockey. Our players have proved that we still
are. We will not let any infrastructure-shortage hinder
the progress of  our players. MP has given and will con-
tinue to give more international players who would
bring home laurels."

Squeezing Kabul...
Thousands of  people have fled their homes amid fears
the Taliban will again impose a brutal, repressive gov-
ernment, all but eliminating women's rights and con-
ducting public amputations, stonings and executions.
Peace talks in Qatar remain stalled, though diplomats
met throughout the day.

The latest US military intelligence assessment sug-
gests Kabul could come under insurgent pressure
within 30 days and that, if  current trends hold, the Tal-
iban could gain full control of  the country within a few
months. The Afghan government may eventually be
forced to pull back to defend the capital and just a few
other cities in the coming days if  the Taliban keeps up
its momentum.

The onslaught represents a stunning collapse of
Afghan forces and renews questions about where the
over $830 billion spent by the US Defence Department
on fighting, training those troops, and reconstruction
efforts went - especially as Taliban fighters ride on
American-made Humvees and pickup trucks with M-
16s slung across their shoulders. Afghan security
forces and the government have not responded to re-
peated questions from journalists over the days of
fighting, instead issuing video communiques that
downplay the Taliban advance. On Thursday, the mili-
tants raised their white flags imprinted with an Islam-
ic proclamation of  faith over the city of  Ghazni, just
130 km (80 miles) southwest of  Kabul.

Continued from page 1
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India on Thursday said that
its mission in Kabul is in
touch with the Afghan Hin-
du and Sikh community
members and will ensure
that they get all necessary
assistance. Dismissing spec-
ulative reports on closure of
the Indian embassy in Kab-
ul, the government request-
ed Indian nationals in
Afghanistan to look at ways
to come back while com-
mercial fights are still on.

The External Affairs Min-
istry also clarified at the
weekly briefing that there is
no formal evacuation mech-
anism.

“Our mission in Kabul is-
sued an advisory for Indian

nationals earlier this week
to leave Afghanistan back
for India via commercial
means. There is no formal
evacuation mechanism.
Separately, Mazar-e- Sharif,
our consulate there- have
withdrawn all India based
personnel there earlier this
week because of  the securi-
ty situation. This is a tem-
porary measure and our
consulate there continues

to be operational with local
staff. We want to preserve
the gains of  the last two
decades particularly relat-
ed to minorities and
women. Last year, our mis-
sion in Kabul had facilitat-
ed the return of more than
383 members of  the Hindu
and Sikh community from
Afghanistan to India,’’ said
MEA Official Spokesper-
son, Arindam Bagchi.

Stating India’s position in
response to several ques-
tions on Afghanistan, the
MEA Official Spokesper-
son said, “India remains
hopeful of  an immediate
and comprehensive cease-
fire. We are concerned
about the deteriorating se-
curity situation.''

Bihar flood fury: Roads
turn into burning ghats
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�he flood fury has pumped
up the Ganga and the river

has inundated the cremation
grounds on its banks… as a
result, Ashok Rajpath has
turned into a SAMSHAN.

For the last couple of days,
Ganga has crossed the dan-
ger mark from Buxar to Bha-
galpur inundating residen-
tial colonies on both sides of
its banks. People in Buxar
are burning bodies on the
road as the cremation

grounds are UNDER SIEGE.
At Maner, people could not
cremate bodies as the swollen
Sone river flooded the crema-

tion grounds forcing people
to take the mortal remains to
Digha ghat in Patna. Seven
bodies were cremated on the
road on Thursday.

On Thursday, Gulbi ghat
cremation ground was knee
deep under water.The elec-
tric crematorium installed
by the Bihar state urban de-
velopment corporation was
non-functional as flood wa-
ters had entered the area and
the machine was damaged
due to a short circuit.The cre-
mation grounds at Bans Ghat
is also under water.

LUCKNOW: Over five
lakh people in 1,243 
villages of  Uttar Pradesh
have been affected by
floods and relief  and res-
cue teams have been 
deployed to assist the
people, officials said here
on Wednesday. 

In the past 24 hours, an
average of  13.1mm 
rainfall was recorded in
the state, which is 154 
per cent more than 

normal.
“Eleven districts, in-

cluding Prayagraj, Chi-
trakoot, Kaushambi,
Pratapgarh, Basti, Gon-
da, Sultanpur, Shrawasti,
Lucknow, Raebareli and
Fatehpur received rain-
fall of  over 25mm or
more in the past 24
hours,” they said.

A report from the relief
commissioner’s office
said a “population of

5,46,049 in 1,243 villages
in 23 districts is affected
by floods”.

UP floods: 1,200+ villages affected, rescue efforts on
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Lookout notice
against Param Bir
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The Thane police have is-
sued a lookout notice
against former Mumbai
Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh in con-
nection with an extortion
case. The notice was is-
sued in the extortion case
registered at the Thane
Nagar Police Station
against Singh, a senior
IPS officer, and 27 others
on July 30 on a complaint
of  businessman Ketan
Tanna. A lookout notice
is issued to prevent a per-
son from leaving the
country. Besides Singh,
who earlier served as the
Thane Police Commis-
sioner, the extortion FIR
names several other po-
lice officers. 


